All that part of said district lying within the Dubuque land district, as altered by the net to establish an additional land district in Iowa approved eighth August, eighteen hundred and forty-six, shall constitute the Northern division, and a regular term of said court for said division shall be held annually at Dubuque, to commence on the first Monday in January; all that part of said district lying within the Iowa land district . . . shall constitute the Middle division, and a regular term of said court for this division shall be held annually at Iowa City, to commence on the first Monday in October; and the residue of the state of Iowa shall constitute the Southern division, and a regular term of said ccurt for this division shall be held annually at Burlington, to commence on the first Monday in June.
That act further provided that
Should the judge of the said district court fail to attend at the time and place of holding «ny one of the regular terms of the covirt.
Thus the District of Iowa was "separated" into three divisions, namely the Northern, Middle and Southern divisions, with a term of court to be held at Dubuque on the first Monday in January; at Iowa City on the first Monday in October; and at Burlington on the first Monday in June.
By the act of February 26, 1853 (10 Stat., 171-172) it was provided :
That instead of three terms annually of the District Court of the United States for the District of Iowa, as now prescribed by law, there shall hereafter oe'held annually six terms of said court, as follows : At Dubuque on the first Mondays of January and July; at Iowa City on the first Mondays of May and October; and at Burlington on the third Mondays of May and October.
The act of March 3, 1859 (11 Stat., 437-438) created the Northern, Southern and Western divisions of the District of Iowa and provided that court shall be held at Dubuque in the Northern division on the third Tuesdays in April and October; at Keokuk in the Southern division on the third Tuesdays in March and September ; and at Des Moines in the Western division "one regular term of said court on the second Tuesday of November in each year."
It will be noted that only one term each year was thus provided for the Western division.
IOWA DISTRICT SUBDIVIDED By act approved June 30, 1870, (16 Stat., 174) By a provision in Section 81 of the act of March 3, 1911, (36 Stat., part 1, 1087-1169), which took effect January 1, 1912, and which enacted the judicial code, the holding of terms of United States district court at Waterloo was provided. It is contained in the following provision:
Terms of the district court for the Eastern division shall be held at Dubuque on the fourth Tuesday in April and the first Tuesday in December, and at Waterloo on the second Tuesdays in May and September.
No new division was created for Waterloo. It was continued in the Eastern division, as it has been ever since.
Section 81 of the judicial code also fixed the other terms in the Northern district making them the same times as fixed by the act of February 20, 1907 (34 Stat., part 1, 912) .
In Section 1 of the judicial code (36 Stat., part 1, 1087) it was provided that "Every district judge shall reside in the district or one of the districts for which he is appointed." When Martin J. As a possibly interesting side-light it may be stated that in the record of the second term held at For-t Dodge, on Tuesday, June 19, 1883, there is (at page 35 of Volume 1 of the minutes) the following entry:
Upon motion, the following named gentlemen, practicing members of bar of the courts of this state-namely C. A. Irwin, Thomas Beammons, and Woolsey Welles, a gentlemen eighty-one years of age and who sixty-one yea.}s ago was admitted to practice before the supreme court of the state of Ohio, and H. M. Pollard, a member of the bar of the state of Missouri, were admitted to practice in attorneys, proctors and counsellors in this court.
The present Federal building in Mason City was completed and occupied on September 24, 1932. As to the first session of Federal court held in the new building, it appearing that there were "no causes on the trial docket and no other matters needing the attention of the court on November 22, 1932, the date on which the November 1932 term at Mason City in the Central division would convene as provided by law", order was made by the judge, Geo. C. Scott, postponing the said term until a date to be fixed by order of court. It was on June 27, 1933 , that the first term of court to be held in the new Federal building at Mason City, was convened. Prior to the occupancy of that building, sessions of Federal court were held in one of the court rooms in the Cerro Gordo county court house. Until December 31, 1911, there were two courts in each of the two judicial districts of Iowa, a circuit and a district court. In the Northern district, Mr. Van Duzee was clerk of both courts. From January 1, 1912, until his death in November of that year, he was clerk of the district court, the circuit court having been abolished.
JUDGES AND OTHER OFFICERS
The first judge of the District of Iowa was John J. Dyer, of Dubuque. He was appointed in 1846 and served until his death in 1856. He was born in Franklin, Pendleton county, Virginia, in 1809 ; was graduated from the University of Virginia, and, after practicing in Virginia, came to and settled in Jackson county, Iowa, in 1835. During one of his return visits to his old home he was taken sick and died. He was buried at Woodstock, Virginia. Among the important cases at which Judge Dyer presided was that of the noted fugitive slave case of Ruel Daggs vs Elihu Frazier, tried at Burlington at the June 1850 term. He also tried the case of Henry Choteau vs Patrick Maloney, which involved title to land comprising the site of the city of Dubuque. The claimants were assignees of Julien Dubuque who, it was alleged, derived title under a Spanish grant. The case went to the supreme court of the United States. The decision, to the effect that Julien Dubuque acquired only the right to mine for lead and did not have title to the land, is reported in U. S. Reports, 57, 16 Howard, The earliest record of proceedings in the District of Iowa which is to be found in the clerk's office in Dubuque shows a session "At a district court of the United States for the Northern division of the district of Iowa-held at the city of Dubuque on Monday the 7th day of January A. D. 1850."
Under date of April 21, 1944, Nicholas F. Reed, Clerk of the U. S. district court for the Southern district of Iowa, wrote that in the clerk's office at Keokuk there is "a leather-bound book with a complete abstract of all judgements and decrees rendered in the district court from March 3, 1845 to July 15, 1872."
Immediately prior to the division of Iowa into the Northern and Southern districts, the circuit judge was John F. Dillon of Davenport, under commission dated December 22, 1869. The district judge was James M. Love, of Keokuk, under commission dated February 21, 1856. The clerk of the circuit court was George B. Corkhill, of Mt. Pleasant, under commission dated December 10, 1868. The clerk of the district court was Henry K. Love, of Dubuque. On December 9, 1879, George W. McCrary, of Keokuk, became the circuit judge, and after the division of Iowa into the Northern and Southern districts, he was the circuit judge for the Northern and Southern districts. Judge James M. Love continued as district judge in the Southern Districts, and Judge Oliver P. Shiras became district judge for the Northern district.
BIOGRAPHICAL
Oliver Perry Shiras, the first judge of the Northern judicial district of Iowa, was bom October 22, 1833, at Pittsburg, Pa. In his youth the family home was on a farm on the Ohio river twenty miles from Pittsburg. When he was fifteen he enrolled in the preparatory department of Ohio university at Athens. He was graduated from there in 1853. He then went to Yale and spent a year in scientific study, after which he decided to be a lawyer. In 1856 he received the degree of LLB from Yale. He came west expecting to locate in Chicago, but in his investigations of various communities he visited Dubuque, and being impressed with the possibilities the city offered, decided to locate there. He was admitted to the Iowa bar on August 9, 1856. He served in the Civil war from August 1862, to December 1863, when he resigned from army service and returned to Dubuque to resume the practice of law . . .
When it was proposed to have Iowa divided into two judicial districts. Colonel David B. Henderson, who has served with distinction and was severely wounded in the Civil war, offered his services in the efforts to have the necessary legislation enacted by congress. He went to Washington and received considerable credit for aiding in getting the bill enacted into law. As a result of that favorable reputation and by reason of his having taken an active interest in politics, and being an accomplished public speaker. Colonel Henderson was elected to congress in the fall of 1882 and served with great honor until he retired in 1902 after having been elected speaker of the house in the 52d and 53d Congresses. Shiras became the judge of the new Northern district of Iowa and Alonzo J. Van Duzee was appointed clerk of the courts, circuit and district . . . Judge Shiras retired in November 1903. His death occurred January 7, 1916, in his 83d year. History records in glowing terms the great career of Oliver P. Shiras as a lawyer and judge.
It might be interesting to recall an incident which was related by the late Sen. William B. Allison, of Dubuque. He had gone to the White House in 1892 to confer with Près. Benjamin Harrison about some routine matters. When the visit was over and Senator Allison was about to leave for the capitol, the president said : "Senator, I am sending up to the senate today the nomination of a man for membership on the supreme court. I hope there will be no question about his confirmation." "Who is he?" inquired Senator Allison. The president answered: "George Shiras, Jr., of Pennsylvania." "Oh yes," said the senator, "I know him and his splendid qualifications for the position and I am sure his nomination will be confirmed promptly by the senate. But as long as you have mentioned the subject, I might say that I know a man who would make just as good if not a better member of the supreme court as George Shiras, Jr." "Who is that?" said the president. Senator Allison replied: "His brother, Oliver P. Shiras, who lives in my home city, Dubuque, Iowa, and is U. S. district judge for the Northern district of Iowa."
The successor to Judge Shiras was Henry Thomas Reed, of Cresco. He was bom October 1, 1846, at Alburg, Vermont. In 1855 his parents removed with their family to a farm in Howard county, Iowa. Henry T. Reed attended the public schools of that county and Craig academy at Lime Springs. He served as deputy county clerk of Howard county in 1865 and 1866. For several years thereafter he was a clerk in a bank at Cresco, during which time he studied law. He was admitted to the bar in 1870. He was not long in gaining distinction and success as a practitioner in the courtsstate and federal. He was elected in 1875 a state representative in the Sixteenth General Assembly. He was appointed U. S. district judge on March 16, 1904 The records of the court show among the proceedings on various dates tributes in praise and memory of the judges now deceased, who were conspicuous for their long terms of service, the high rank attained by them as jurists, and their voluntary retirement at mature age with mental and bodily vigor unimpaired. Commendatory resolutions and eulogistic expressions of appreciation were voiced by members of the bar and committees of state and county bar associations, acclaiming their marked success and great distinction, all of which was richly merited. WAUKON'S CENTENNIAL Just 100 years ago-in July, 1849-the first settler stopped in what is now Waukon. He was George C. Shattuck, who built the first log cabin there, and deeded forty acres of his land to the community on condition that Waukon be named the Allamakee county seat. Today, the town, which was named for John Waukon, or Wawkon, a Winnebago chief, has population of about 3,300. It is known among sportsmen for the unusually good trout fishing in neighboring streams. It also is the center of an important beef cattle area.-Des Moines Register.
QUIET WITH ONE'S SOUL
The art of meditation may be exercised at all hours, and in all places; and men of genius, in their walks, at table, and amidst assemblies, turning the eye of the mind inwards, can form an artificial solitude, retired amidst a crowd, calm amidst distraction, and write amidst folly.-Isaac D'Israeli.
